
International assessments and benchmarking for English, 
Science, Mathematics and more!

Development of students’ higher-order thinking skills (HOTS)

Individual analysis of knowledge and thinking skills

Tracking of students’ yearly learning progress

Extra motivation and encouragement for students to achieve

Support from an Assessment Consultant from UNSW

Recognition by the Ministry of Education, Malaysia

International Competitions
and Assessments for Schools



Levels and Subjects
For over 30 years, ICAS has been helping teachers and schools gain a deeper understanding of their students’ learning needs 
and standards. Developed annually, tests are written for Standard 2 to Upper 6 levels in the following subjects: 

Recognition in the Malaysia Education Blueprint 
2013-2025
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ICAS is the largest independent programme of its kind for 
schools in more than 20 countries including Malaysia, 
Australia, New Zealand, Singapore, India, Hong Kong, 
Indonesia, Brunei, the Pacific Region and South Africa. 
ICAS assesses critical thinking skills in various subjects 
using internationally benchmarked data.

Developed by the University of New South Wales, 
Australia, ICAS is the most comprehensive suite of academic 
assessments and school tests for primary and secondary 
school students. The dedicated team of assessment experts 
and researchers of the University have been specialising in 
large-scale assessment programmes globally since 1967.

ICAS – More Than Just a Competition

Since 2003, the Malaysian Ministry of Education has supported ICAS which is aligned with 
the national aspirations of nurturing and measuring higher-order and critical thinking skills 
among Malaysian students. 

ICAS tests are not based on a specific curriculum and instead emphasise learning and 
thinking skills for specific ages. As a result, ICAS has been mentioned in the Malaysia 
Education Blueprint 2013-2025 as one of the major international achievements that have 
placed Malaysian students at world-class standards. 

Each student is awarded a certificate from the University of New South Wales indicating 
their test achievement level: High Distinction, Distinction, Credit, Merit or Participation. In 

Certificates and Medals

addition, the top-scoring students in each level for each subject 
are presented with a prestigious medal in recognition of 
outstanding performance. The schools of each top-scoring 
student will also be acknowledged and recognised by receiving a 
special UNSW ICAS pennant.
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2014 English
International Competitions and Assessments for Schools
Dear Debbie

Thank you for participating in the 2014 International Competitions and Assessments for Schools - English. You scored 47 out of 50.  Your 

score was in the top 9 percent of Year 5 participants in Australia. 

2014 English Performance
The graph below shows your 2014 English score and your performance in each of the different areas assessed. 

Percentage of questions answered correctly0% 100%

Total Score 47 / 50

Reading - literary 14 / 14

Reading - factual 15 / 16

Textual devices 7 / 8

Syntax        6  /  6    

Vocabulary 5 / 6
your score average Year 5 score in Australia

range of Year 5 scores in AU excluding the top 10% and bottom 10%

Comparative English Performance
Students in Australia from Year 2 to Year 12 participated in the International Competitions and Assessments for Schools - English.  The 

graph below compares your performance to year levels above and below (where available for the last eight years). 

Year 6 - students in the year above you

English performanceLow in Year 2 High in Year 12

Year 5

Year 4 - your year group last year

Year 3 - your year group 2 years ago

your performance   (     if in bottom 10 per cent or non-attempt,      if in top 10 per cent)

average performance in AU

performance range excluding the top 10% and bottom 10%

Further details can be found on the back of this page. You can access the questions and student report on the website. Go to the Student 

Portal at www.eaa.unsw.edu.au/student-portal and logon using your TAP-ID ( 1234-5678-90 ) and PIN ( 1234 ). 

Yours sincerely 

Dr Sofia Kesidou

Group Executive
Educational Assessment Australia

DEBBIE BACH

1234-5678-90 

Year 5     

ABC PRIMARY SCHOOL 

12000000

THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW SOUTH WALES

2014 ICAS
International Competitions and Assessments for Schools

TOTAL ASSESSMENTS PARTNERSHIP

MALAYSIA

ANALYSIS BY QUESTION
The following table shows the questions you answered correctly       and shades the questions that you 

answered incorrectly      . The questions are ranked from hardest at the top to easiest at the bottom.  
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Identify the correct verb form to complete a passage Syntax 50 D 23%
Identify the correct connective to complete a passage Syntax 49 D 24%
Synthesise a letter to the editor to identify the main emphasis of the argument Reading - factual 48 A 26%
Synthesise a paragraph in a letter to the editor to identify the writer's tone Reading - factual 47 D 27%
Identify a replacement connective in a letter to the editor Syntax 45 C 28%
Interpret the meaning of a word in context in a letter to the editor: stir Vocabulary 46 C 28%
Identify the use of dashes to insert a comment in a letter to the editor Textual devices 44 A 29%
Identify the writer's use of quotations to introduce a letter to the editor Reading - factual 43 A 30%
Infer from a description of events the narrator's bias Reading - literary 41 D 30%
Interpret a narrative to identify the motive for a character's actions Reading - literary 42 C 32%
Infer the purpose for a change in narrative style in a narrative Textual devices 40 C 32%
Infer how a character gains influence in a narrative Reading - literary 39 A 32%
Interpret the use of figurative language in a narrative Reading - literary 38 B 34%
Infer the tone of a character's internal monologue in a narrative Reading - literary 37 D 35%
Interpret the meaning of a phrase in a narrative: lately acquired Vocabulary 36 A 35%
Identify a consequence of a situation in an information text Reading - factual 34 A C 37%
Identify the meaning of a phrase in an information text: with an eye to Vocabulary 35 D 37%
Synthesise a paragraph in an information text to identify its main idea Reading - factual 33 D 37%
Identify a replacement conjunction in an information text Syntax 32 A 40%
Identify the first step in a process described in an information text Reading - factual 30 C 40%
Infer the writer's reason for using a rhetorical question in an information text Textual devices 29 C 40%
Synthesise an information text to identify relevant details about the subject Reading - factual 31 B 41%
Infer an assumption made by the writer about readers of a scientific text Reading - factual 28 A 42%
Identify text under a photograph in a scientific text as a caption Textual devices 27 A 43%
Locate the definition of a technical term in a scientific text Reading - factual 23 B 44%
Identify the reason for a description given in a scientific text Reading - factual 25 C 45%
Synthesise the final paragraph in a scientific text to infer its main purpose Reading - factual 26 C 45%
Identify the meaning of a word in a scientific text: gruesome Vocabulary 22 B A 47%
Identify the correct connective to insert in a scientific text Syntax 24 D 48%
Interpret the reason for selecting a particular prey in a scientific text Reading - factual 21 A 49%
Infer the assumed knowledge that readers require to interpret a narrative Reading - literary 20 C 50%
Interpret what a phrase describes in a narrative Reading - literary 18 D 51%
Infer the effect created by the use of specific words in a narrative Textual devices 19 B 52%
Identify a sentence in a narrative as a character's thought Reading - literary 17 B 52%
Identify the word that is not used as a verb in a narrative: shocking Syntax 16 D 53%
Identify the details of a character's plan in a narrative Reading - literary 15 A 55%
Identify the reason for a change in behaviour in a narrative Reading - literary 14 D 56%
Infer from a poem the inspiration behind a character's change Reading - literary 13 C 57%
Identify the use of italics in a poem to indicate spoken words Textual devices 12 B 58%
Interpret the meaning of a word in a poem: murmurs Vocabulary 10 D 59%
Interpret the reason for a character's laughter in a poem Reading - literary 11 A 59%
Synthesise a text which describes and explains to draw a conclusion Reading - factual 7 B 59%
Interpret the reason for a character's assumption in a poem Reading - literary 9 C 63%
Locate specific advice given in a text which describes and explains Reading - factual 6 D 64%
Identify the second meaning of a word used as a pun in a poem's title Reading - literary 8 A 65%
Interpret the meaning of a word in context in a text which describes and explains: ambitious Vocabulary 5 B 67%
Identify the writer's attitude in a text which describes and explains Reading - factual 4 B 69%
Interpret the use of a quotation in a text which describes and explains Reading - factual 3 C 69%
Interpret the use of the expression 'hey-presto!' in a text which describes and explains Textual devices 2 B 73%
Interpret the use of the word 'whack' in a text which describes and explains Textual devices 1 A 73%

DEBBIE BACH (1234-5678-90) - Year 5 English - ABC PRIMARY SCHOOL (12000000)

Access to Assessment Questions 

This question analysis is most helpful when used in conjunction with examples of the questions. Student reports and questions are available from the Student 
Portal at www.eaa.unsw.edu.au/student-portal You will need your TAP-ID ( 1234-5678-90 ) and your PIN ( 1234 ) to logon. 

SAMPLE

Be an ICAS TAP School 

THE LEARNING CLUB
Infinite Learning

The Learning Club (TLC) is an online learning resource 
exclusively developed for schools, to help  students prepare 
for the ICAS English, Science and Mathematics tests. 

Students will then be able to join your privately- 
labelled online virtual school featuring more than 30,000 
highly interactive learning objects. 

Find out more at www.thelearningclub.my

*The TLC is a separate third party entity providing online learning 
resources and it is not affiliated in anyway to the UNSW or its 
agencies. 

The Learning Club*: Prepare for the ICAS Tests 

ICAS in Your School
To administer ICAS tests in your school, contact EATS or register at www.eats.com.my/registration

Comprehensive ICAS Reports

Total Assessments Partnership (TAP) is a special programme for schools that enlist all students in the 
school, or a specific cohort, to take the ICAS tests. 

These TAP schools will be introduced into a network of other TAP schools in Australia, New Zealand 
and the Pacific Region that are leading the way in student assessment. TAP schools benefit from 
receiving an annual comparative analysis of how their students are performing between classes and 
year-levels as well as support from an Assessment Consultant from EATS. For more information about 
the TAP programme, contact EATS.

ICAS offers meaningful assessments that challenge students 
to demonstrate their subject knowledge and high-order 
thinking skills. ICAS reports give teachers the feedback 

necessary to build up strengths and target weaknesses. In this 
way, students are able to continually improve and move closer 
to achieving their personal best.  



University of New South Wales

The University of New South Wales (UNSW) Australia is one of the country's leading 
research and teaching universities. Established in 1949, it is ranked among the top 50 
universities in the world, renowned for the quality of its graduates and its world class 
research. UNSW is a founding member of the Group of Eight, a coalition of Australia's 
leading research-intensive universities, and of the prestigious international network 
Universitas 21. 

Educational Assessment Australia

Educational Assessment Australia (EAA) specialises in placement tests and school 
assessments including the International Competitions and Assessments for Schools 
(ICAS) and the General Ability Test (GAT). EAA is an education group of UNSW Global 
Pty Limited, a wholly owned enterprise of the University of New South Wales (UNSW).

Educational Assessment and Testing Services (Malaysia)

Educational Assessment and Testing Services (EATS) is the authorised representative of 
EAA in Malaysia.  EATS, through its ties with the schools in Malaysia, solicits candidates 
for the ICAS. EATS’s involvement in the ICAS includes the consolidation of test papers 
across all participating schools and forwarding these to the examinations council in EAA. 
EATS is a member of the ELSI Education Group.

ELSI Education Group

ELSI Education Group consists of companies that are involved in the constant evolution of 
education. Comprising member companies from publishing, educational institutions, 
assessments and e-learning, the Group is formed with the spirit of making a difference in 
the modernisation of our educational content and delivery methods through a friendly, 
flexible and easy-to-use platform.  

 
E3, Detached Office Block, Empire Damansara, 
No. 2, Jalan PJU 8/8A, Damansara Perdana,
47820 Petaling Jaya, Selangor.

GPS Coordinates - 3.166725, 101.612573

+603.4065 0097

+603.4065 0098

icas@eats.com.my

www.eats.com.my


